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Climate Future 

Climate Crisis

What We Need to Do

.

A Primer for the Election

13 May 2019

• Climate Change is a Serious Subject with direct 

implications for all of us

• You may feel shock and grief for the loss of the 

world you have grown up in.

• The world is going to be very different

• What we are working towards is rescuing what we 

can from the disaster – Our children deserve a 

chance

Serious Subject
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Some Recent Publications

• IPCC - Special Report: Global Warming of 1.5 ºC

• Climate Council - Compound Costs: How Climate 

Change is Damaging Australia’s Economy ($571B)

• Climate Emergency Declaration made by UK, 

Scotland, Wales, Ireland, 528 Councils (17 in 

Australia)

Disinformation!

• Organizations paid hundreds of millions to spread 

“doubt” by the fossil fuel industry

• Similar to what the tobacco companies did in the 

80’s

• A handful of tame scientists who deny the facts

• Debunked myths can be very persistent
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Outcomes
• The science is conservative – they have been 

badgered into stating only the bare minimum of what 

is likely to happen

• Heat

• Bushfire

• Drought

• Flood

• Sea Level Rise

…

… 
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…
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The Pump Handle
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yb3NsMJ-YQ8
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Climate Bombs

• Continued burning of fossil fuels – we must leave 

the rest in the ground

• Methane from permafrost (trigger point)

• Collapse of coral/ shellfish > loss of fish stocks

• Ice cap collapse

• Collapse of the great tropical forests (Amazon, 

Congo, New Guinea, Sumatra, Borneo)

• Collapse of farming regions (central USA)

… 

Party Commitments

• Liberal – 26%

• Labor – 45%

• Greens – 60% (approx. given their policy)

… 
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School Strike for Climate (SS4C)

• Stop Adani

• No more new Fossil Fuel mines

• 100% renewable energy

… 

Dr Mark Diesendorf

• UNSW Institute of Environmental Studies

• Studies and models the practical problem 

of replacing our electricity system with 

renewables

• Please welcome Mark.

… 
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