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Fig 4, Govt. Report: 
Australia’s Emissions Projections 2018
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Science is Clear!
• 1856 Eunice Foote described warming from increased 

CO2 in the atmosphere

Science is Clear!
• 1856 Eunice Foote described warming from increased 

CO2 in the atmosphere

• Since then ~1,000,000,000 t of CO2 emissions

• 30 years of warnings, reports

• Result: increased fatal heat waves, droughts, extreme 

storms, floods (and more)

• The Fossil Fuel Industry pays US$1 billion/yr to spread 

“doubt”   – Don’t listen to disinformation (call it out if 

you can)  (study by Drexel University Sociologist, Robert Brulle )

3

4



6/9/2019

3

• Own the loss – unsafe environment, lost natural 

beauty, insecure water, food, air resources

Accept the Science

• Own the loss – unsafe environment, lost natural 

beauty, insecure water, food, air resources

• There are many people who are saying it is already 

too late, but

• Our children deserve a chance

• Positive pathways while understanding the reality

• Take care of negative emotions – we need to focus 

on the way forward and stay positive – there is little 

time left

Accept the Science
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Climate Emergency

• Climate Emergency Declaration made by 13 
countries incl. UK, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, and 579 
Councils (Australia: ACT + 20 Councils)

• Climate Future – local grass roots committee focused 
on increasing action on emissions reduction and 
adaptation

• Citizens Climate Lobby – focus on meeting with and 
convincing elected officials to take action

Take Courage from our children –
School Strike for Climate

• No more new Fossil Fuel mines; 100% renewable energy; Stop Adani
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Take Courage from our children –
School Strike for Climate

• No more new Fossil Fuel mines; 100% renewable energy; Stop Adani… 

Greta Thunberg

Positive Pathways

• The solution is simple – stop using fossil fuels

• Reports: New PV power station is cheaper than 

continuing to run an old coal power station (Govt’s 

own national energy grid manager AEMO)

• Final Investment Decisions (FIDs) for coal plants are 

down 75% in 3 y (Int Energy Agency )

• BHP – new thermal coal is a bad investment (power 

station)  

Climate Future 
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Things to Do
• Join Climate Future and get active

• Lobby your politicians and community leaders to declare a 
Climate Emergency

• Eat less meat and reduce food waste

• Review your consumption – buy local products, consume 
less

• Get solar installed (if you can)

• Change to renewable electricity supplier

• Buy a Plug In Hybrid or EV

• Walk or bike where you can
Climate Future 

• Torres Strait legal challenge:
• Islanders court case at United Nations Human Rights Committee in 

Geneva

• Federal Govt failed to act on climate change

• Impinging on the human rights outlined in the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights: rights to culture, family and life

• Demands include phasing out coal, committing a minimum of 
$20 million for climate emergency measures and reducing 
Australia’s emissions by at least 65% below its 2005 levels by 
2030 

• Should the State be found to be responsible, there will be 
legal consequences of a wide impact

A Story
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Positive Pathways
• Rocky Hill Decision: Coal mine rejected by Land & 

Environment Court, Feb 2019 

• Our Children’s Future: Julianna vs USA – hearing 
this week!

• Case won against Netherlands Govt – tort law for 
Duty of Care – decision this year!

• 2040 Film – investigates current technology 

• The Drawdown project (www.drawdown.org/solutions ) 
ranks each project by effectiveness 

• Includes emissions reduction as well as active drawdown 
projects (entrapment of carbon) 

Climate Future 

Positive Pathways
1. Controlling and banning HFC refrigerants

2. Wind Turbines

3. Reduced food waste

4. Plant rich Diet

5. Preserving Tropical Forests

6. Educating Girls

7. Family Planning

8. Solar farms

9. Agro-forestry

10.Rooftop Solar

11.More…Climate Future 
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Things to Do

• DEAL WITH OUR POLITICAL PARTIES:-

Climate Future 

Party Commitments

Join Climate Future 
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Thankyou
• Call your representatives and ask them to declare a Climate 

Emergency. Tell them they must act rapidly to reduce emissions 
and prepare the community for extreme events.

• Ask them to set stronger targets and to increase ambition over 
time. Tell them you will be monitoring their action and voting on 
the basis of their climate policy.

• Vote for leaders who support strong and urgent action to reduce 
emissions.

• "We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors, 
we borrow it from our children"

• Paraphrased from Wendel Berry's book The Unforseen Wilderness (1971)

• Do you want to leave this planet to your children in a savage and 
hostile state? – Act Now… 
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Join Climate Future 
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